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situated in the mstep facing north and entirely sheltered
from the seacard The sea cannot be seen from ships at
anchor inside the harbour and ships lie quietly m smooth
\vater during the hea\iest gales
As in Western Samoa there is little annual \anation in
temperature and the pressure and \vrnd systems resemble
those already described The rainiest season extends from
December to March and Pago Pago receives an annual
fall of nearly 200 inches but there is a wide yearly -variation
between 130 inches (1905) and 284 inches (1908) Average
monthly temperatures range from 79 F to 82 F Produc
tion is along the usual lines and almost the only item of
export is copra
3 The Tonga or Friendly Islands
This is a group of about a hundred islands \arying greatly
in size and structure and scattered over a wide expanse
The high islands to the south are the remains of old -volcanic
peaks and as the ridge runs northward the peak^ are more
and more submerged until they become low coral platforms
almost at sea level the low islands The three mam sub
groups^ are known as Tongatabu Haapai and Vavau after
the largest islands Politically the group is very interesting
as it is an independent monarchy under the protection of
Great Britain The population is about 33000 of -whom
some 300 are whites mainly engaged m copra planting or
trading Copra is the main export but the trade has been
declining due to competition from other islands such as the
Solomons Until better drying arrangements are made
Tongan copra will continue to be regarded as of inferior
quality The other important export crop is bananas
The capital Nukualofa is situated on the low lying island
of  Tongatabu    The entrance is marked frv   the intricate